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City of Sanctuary is a movement to build a culture of hospitality for people seeking sanctuary in the UK. 
Many towns and cities are seeking recognition as places of safety and welcome. Sheffield, Bradford, Coventry, Bristol, and Swansea already have that status; others like Hull and Oxford are working to attain recognition. 

The movement is intended to be from the ground upwards, not something imposed by Government or Local Authority. Therefore, support from individuals, local community groups, schools, universities, sporting organizations, voluntary and statutory bodies is not only welcome but essential. 

We aim to gather pledges of support from all sectors of society. The City of York Council will be asked to seek recognition from the national organizers of City of Sanctuary, so that York may officially receive that status. 

Action so far

A meeting took place in September 2010 at which a large number of people from many organizations in York came together. They were addressed by the Revd.Inderjit Bhogal, who set up the first initiative in Sheffield. 

The meeting ended with those present declaring their support for the principles of the City of Sanctuary movement. A small working group was set up from those in attendance. 
Their first task has been to write a vision statement. This sets out the guiding principles and aims. 
The next step is to begin gathering together pledges of practical support from a wide range of community groups and individuals. 
No time scale is set for the process, but at least two years has been the experience in other cities, in order to sign up a truly representative cross-section of people, together with community and statutory bodies. 
The Vision Statement 

Our vision is of York as a nationally recognized place of physical safety and security, in which people are free to live without fear of hostility, persecution, hatred, oppression or exclusion.

Many of those seeking sanctuary are refugees and asylum seekers. However, these are not the only people seeking to find protection and safety within the city. The vision is inclusive of all who need to claim sanctuary. 

We celebrate the contribution of people seeking sanctuary.

We affirm the positive values of hospitality and friendship by welcoming, supporting and assisting them wherever they go.
Our vision is of York as part of a movement spreading across the cities of the UK.

As organizations and individuals across the city respond to the invitation to sign up and commit to their own specific action, the vision will become reality. 


Resolution of Support
1/We ……………………………………………………… (Name of organization where applicable) 

recognize the contribution of refugees, asylum seekers, migrants, and all those seeking sanctuary to the City of York. 

I/We resolve to welcome and include them in my/our activities. 

I/We support York seeking recognized status as a City 
of Sanctuary.
* The specific action which I/ our organization will take to make my/ our activities more inclusive for those seeking sanctuary is;

……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………….
Signed……………………………………………..date……………………

(Position within organization)……………………………………..
Address………………………………………………………………………..
Return to; 
CoS, 10 Burniston Grove, York YO10 3RP *See www.cityofsanctuary.org/suggestions  for ideas  

